
  

 
 

 
 

 
Five Suffolk Schools Selected for Amazon Future Engineer and 

CodeVA’s CS Ready Schools Program 
 

Booker T. Washington Elementary, Elephant’s Fork Elementary, Oakland Elementary, John F. Kennedy 
Middle and King’s Fork High will work with CodeVA to establish a Computer Science (CS) Ready 

culture as a strong foundation for CS education in Suffolk Public Schools 

 
CodeVA has selected five Suffolk Public Schools to participate in the CS Ready Schools Program, 
made possible by Amazon Future Engineer and as a part of Virginia’s CSforVA initiative, a 
partnership between CodeVA and the Virginia Department of Education. The CS Ready Schools 
program will work with Booker T. Washington Elementary, Elephant’s Fork Elementary, Oakland 
Elementary, John F. Kennedy Middle and King’s Fork High to create a foundation for computer 
science education and engagement in each of these schools.  
 
CodeVA’s CS Ready Schools program partners with a select 19 schools representing all regions 
during the pilot year of this program, with a plan to scale in years two and three. The purpose 
of the program is to foster a collaborative model in schools - and ultimately school divisions - 
that supports and sustains a computer science education ecosystem. CodeVA will work over the 
pilot year with SPS to create the foundation of this sustainable ecosystem, assisting in setting 
measurable and attainable goals for the school’s leadership, faculty and families. Schools 
successfully completing the program by achieving its benchmarks will achieve designation as a 
Virginia Computer Science-Ready School.  
 
“This is such a great opportunity for the students of Suffolk Public Schools. With the importance 
of giving our students an early start on STEM related careers, the partnership with CodeVA will 
put our students ahead of the game in computer science education.” 
 

-Dr. John B. Gordon III, Division Superintendent  
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CodeVA will provide support and guidance to each school involved in the program, to identify 
an impact team of key leaders in the school and community, to use these teams to develop a 
strategic plan, and to work to establish a computer science ready culture as a strong foundation 
for CS education. Central to the process will be teachers participating in training programs for 
teachers and administrators provided by CodeVA. These programs are free to all school 
divisions statewide, and are partly state funded in support of the state’s mandate law requiring 
computer science literacy for all Virginia students.  
 
“The Computer Science-Ready School initiative is an important tool for measuring division, 
school and teacher readiness to support computer science literacy for all Virginia children,” said 
Chris Dovi, CodeVA’s executive director. “Virginia’s computer science education mandate 
remains a challenge for nearly all schools in Virginia - and especially for Title I and economically 
disadvantaged schools. What often lacks, in addition to resources, is something as simple as a 
working definition of computer science education among a school’s leadership team. 
Awareness is a first objective, followed by helping the school’s leadership formulate an 
intentional and goals-oriented plan to support teacher professional development, to offer 
classes, to incorporate enrichment programs, and to engage parents and community members, 
too.” 
  
While many of the program’s tools are not new - CodeVA has provided teacher professional 
development at no cost to public school divisions for the past seven years - this comprehensive 
approach is unique, and is made possible through the funding support of Amazon Future 
Engineer. The pilot also will develop new tools and curricular resources as needed to support 
the initiative, which then has as its goal scaling to all schools and divisions in Virginia.  
 
“Amazon Future Engineer is excited to power the Computer Science Ready Schools program 
alongside CodeVA for these 19 schools across Virginia, our new home,” said Ardine Williams, 
Vice President of Workforce Development, HQ2 at Amazon. “We know this is just the start of 
our partnership with CodeVA and we’re excited, especially amidst this trying time, to help make 
sure teachers have the resources they need to best prepare the next generation of big thinkers 
and creative innovators.” 
 

The 19 Virginia schools that will take part in the CS Ready Program are as follows: 
o STEM Academy, Pittsylvania County. 
o Leesylvania Elementary School, Prince William County. 
o Swans Creek Elementary, Prince William County. 
o Braddock Elementary School, Fairfax County. 
o Sterling Middle School, Loudoun County.  
o Sterling Elementary School, Loudoun County.  
o Booker T Elementary School, Suffolk City.  
o Elephant's Fork Elementary School, Suffolk City. 
o Oakland Elementary School, Suffolk City. 
o John F. Kennedy Middle School, Suffolk City. 



o King's Fork High School, Suffolk City. 
o Camelot Elementary School, Chesapeake City. 
o Truitt Intermediate, Chesapeake City. 
o VA Middle, Bristol City. 
o VA High Bristol City.  
o J.W. Adams Elementary, Wise County. 
o St. Paul Elementary, Wise County.  
o Dungannon Intermediate, Scott County.  
o Berkeley Middle School, James City. 

 
About Suffolk Public Schools: 
Suffolk Public Schools is a public-school division located in Suffolk, Virginia. The school division 
has 21 learning facilities with a student population of over 14,000 students. 
 
About CodeVA: CodeVA is a non-profit that partners with schools, parents, and communities to 
bring equitable CS education to all of Virginia's students based in Richmond, VA. Since 2014, 
CodeVA has provided no-cost professional development for Virginia teachers. CodeVA’s direct 
student programs serve students in the Richmond region and statewide, and its advocacy has 
helped define Virginia’s CS K-12 landscape.  
 
About Amazon: Amazon is committed to bringing more resources to children and young adults 
to help them build their best future. Amazon has invested more than $50 million to increase 
access to computer science/STEM education and has donated more than $20 million to 
organizations that promote computer science/STEM education across the country. Amazon 
Future Engineer is a four-part childhood-to-career program intended to inspire, educate, and 
prepare children and young adults from underrepresented and underserved communities to try 
computer science. Each year, Amazon Future Engineer aims to inspire hundreds of thousands of 
young people to explore computer science; awards dozens of schools Amazon Future Engineer 
Robotics Grants, provides over 100,000 young people in over 2,000 high schools access to Intro 
or AP Computer Science courses; awards 100 students with four-year $10,000 scholarships; as 
well as offers guaranteed and paid Amazon internships to gain work experience, and forms 
unique partnerships with trusted institutions to bring new coding experiences to students.  
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